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Congress Takes Summer Recess 

Congress has recessed, the Senate until August 19 and the 
House until September 23. Meanwhile the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee is holding hearings on the tariff bill, which are expected 
to be completed by July 10. The Committee will then draft the 
changes it will recommend in the bill as passed by the House, and 
it is hoped to have the Senate bill ready by August 19. As the 
House is to reconvene on September 23, the Senate will thus 
have about a month for consideration of the bill before the House 
meets. Should the debate extend longer in the Senate, it is 
planned that the House will take three-day recesses until the 
Senate completes its deliberations. 

Hearings on Schedule 7, agricultural products and pro- 
visions, were begun on June 14. Representatives of the tomato- 
canning industry presented testimony to establish the necessity 
of a 60 per cent rate on tomato products, if the domestic indus- 
try is to be afforded adequate protection against foreign compe- 
tition. 

The National Canners Association has filed with the Com- 
mittee a brief asking for retention of the rates in the House bill 
that meet the requests made by the industry to the House Ways 
and Means Committee, and the incorporation in the bill by the 
Senate of the rates asked by the industry and not provided for 
by the House. 
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President Signs Census Bill 
The census and reapportionment bill has been signed by 
the President. The bill fixes April 1, 1930, as the date for taking 
the census. Reapportionment will follow automatically on the 
census, with the number of members of the House fixed at 435, 


Plan Proposed for Indemnifying Fruit and Vegetable Growers 

The Secretary of Agriculture has submitted to the House 
Committee on Agriculture a draft of legislation to provide com- 
pensation to fruit and vegetable growers for losses resulting 
from efforts to eradicate the Mediterranean fruit fly. 

The proposed bill provides that when any State shall have 
enacted legislation and taken measures, including establishment 
and enforcement of non-crop zones as to any fruits or vegetables, 
adequate in the opinion of the Secretary of Agriculture, to eradi- 
cate the Mediterranean fruit fly in any area actually infested or 
threatened by the pest, the Secretary of Agriculture is author- 
ized to pay to any fruit or vegetable grower in that State out of 
the $10,000,000 fund not more than one-half of the compensation 
as may be authorized for losses due to destruction under State 
and Federal quarantine requirements. 

No reimbursement to the growers is contemplated except 
to those in what is designated as zone 1, in which there is main- 
tained an absolute embargo on host fruits and host vegetables, 
and which includes not only the actually infested groves, but all 
groves within a one-mile radius. The Department feels that 
compensation with respect to citrus and to other orchard fruits, 
and to vineyards should not exceed the actual maintenance cost 
of such orchard or vineyard, and with respect to vegetables or 
other annuals compensation should not exceed the actual cost of 
planting and care up to the time of such destruction. 

It is the understanding of the Department that anticipated 
profits for orchard fruits or annual crops are not to be consid- 
ered under the proposed remuneration. 


Funds Voted for Farm Board 
Congress on June 17 passed a bill appropriating $151,500,- 
000 for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the farm 
relief bill signed by the President on June 15. Of this appro- 
priation, $1,500,000 is for the administrative experience of the 
Farm Board until June 30, 1930. Members of the Board, it is 
expected, will soon be named. 
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Stocks of Canned Peaches 
Statistics on stocks of peaches on hand and stocks unsold, 
as reported to the Canners League of California, have been is- 
sued by the Canners League and are summarized in the following 
table: 


Total stock on hand 
Frees 


Total stock unsold 
Clings otal Clings Frees Total 
January Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
476,605 2,088,081 644,400 100,437 834,846 
7,580,800 4,248,128 230,588 4,473,716 
445,726 6,605,207 274,472 3,440,746 
90,055 8,515,318 4,517,638 65,867 4,583,505 


143,920 468,515 487,028 106,508 593,626 
5,140,270 250,875 5,901,145 8,968,300 202,403 4,170,703 
3,470,209 377,382 3.847.081 2,900,173 246,163 2,645,336 
5,152,072 56,013 5,200,855 3,765,753 50,448 3,816,201 


462,825 128,720 501,545 317,808 77,065 305,773 
182,820 4,019,716 2.882.655 198,161 8,020,815 

107,534 1,561,877 154,740 1,041,923 

41,000 5,231,463 2,406,021 20,577 2,525,508 


773,503 12,500,489 5,807,301 356.504 6,163,805 
236,978 10,016,678 4,707,870 134,448 4,932,318 
136,320 12,386,607 6,100,877 78,563 6,188,440 


Truck Crop Prospects 


A report of the Truck Crop Section for June 15 makes the 
following comments respecting various crops: 

Cabbage.—Growers in the northern late states report an 
intention to plant an acreage 2 per cent larger than that of 
1928. The greatest increases are.indicated in Colorado, Ohio 
and Wisconsin. The increase in New York is very slight. Mich- 
igan growers report intention to decrease acreage 15 per cent. 
If these intentions are carried out the total cabbage acreage in 
the entire country will this year be about 9 per cent greater than 
in 1928. 

Celery.—The intended acreage reported by growers in the 
late states is nearly 6 per cent greater than the 1928 acreage 
and 5 per cent above the average acreage of the past five years. 

Cucumbers.—The acreage planted in the intermediate states 
is about 5 per cent *more than originally intended and slightly 
greater than the 1928 acreage. 

Tomatoes.—Although the season is late in the southern 
district of California and many growers and distributors are 
undecided as to intentions at the present time, the intended acre- 
age in this district is indicated to be about 27 per cent below the 


1928 acreage. 
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Truck Crop Markets 

Another product was added to the fruit and vegetable sup- 
ply the week ended June 15, according to the U. S. Market News 
Service. Grapes of the 1929 crop started to move in a limited 
way from California and Florida; light movement has been re- 
ported in Texas, also. 

Combined movement of the principal fruits and vegetables 
decreased slightly to 21,910 cars. 

Cherries are now moving from Washington and Oregon, in 
addition to other States. Recent heavy rains caused serious dam- 
age to cherries in some parts of the Pacific Northwest. Total 
shipments of this fruit last week were only 160 cars, chiefly from 
California. About 635 cars have so far come from California, 
compared with 1,035, all of last season. 

New-crop apple shipments amounted to 50 cars during the 
week, as against 4a year ago. Movement of apples from storage 
decreased to 125 cars. Orange shipments, almost exclusively 
from California, increased to 2,245 cars, compared with 685 dur- 
ing mid-June, 1928. Lemon output also was heavier than a year 
ago, totaling 730 cars. Plum and prune shipments increased to 
about 230 cars. The season for green peas were opening in Colo- 
rado, Idaho, and Washington. 

Strawberries began to move in carlots from New York, Mas- 
sachusetts and Utah, but the berry season will soon be ended. 
Shipments last week were only 280 cars, compared with 1,020 
during the same period in 1928. Michigan is expected to have 
a crop of 12,760,000 quarts this year, or about 3,750,000 more 
than last season. Pennsylvania has a crop of about 7,000,000 
quarts and Wisconsin berry production is almost doubled to a 
total of 6,134,000 quarts. Combined movement to date is 18,520 
cars. 

Early Rose peaches are about finished in Georgia and inter- 
est is now centering on Carmans and Hileys. About 400 cars 
moved last week, and nearly 1,000 may be shipped during the 
current week, if conditions remain favorable. The Carman crop 
is light. Peak movement of Hileys is expected by June 25. 
Peaches were beginning to move from Arkansas, Illinois and 
northern California. 

Mississippi tomato shipments decreased to 910 cars. Haul- 
ings were heavy in eastern Texas and carlot movement there was 
1,060 cars. Total tomato shipments for the past week were 2,130 
cars. 
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Shipments of cabbage were only 760 cars, compared with 
1,160 the week before. Tennessee had dropped to 335, but Mary- 
land increased to 95 and Ohio to 75 cars. Virginia's total was 
120 cars. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
June Totalthis Total last Total 
season to last 


Commodity - season to 
June 15 June 16 


Apples: 
1929) sensen 
102% season 
Asparagus 
Cantaloupes 
Carrots 
Cabbage 
Caulifiower 
Cucumbers 
Green peas 
Mixed vegetables 
Peaches 
Peppers 
Strewherries 
String beans 368 
Tomatoes 2,331 


Wholesale and Retail Prices in May 


The recent downward trend of wholesale prices continued 
through May, according to the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
The bureau's weighted index number stands at 95.8 for May, 
compared with 96.8 for April, a decrease of 1 per cent. Com- 
pared with May, 1928, a decrease of 2% per cent is shown. 
Based on these figures the purchasing power of the dollar in 
May, 1929, was 104.4 compared with 100.0 in 1926. 


The retail food index issued by the Bureau shows for May 
15, 1929, an increase of a little more than 1 per cent since April 
15, 1929, and a decrease of about one-third of 1 per cent since 
May 15, 1928. From April 15 to May 15, 1929, the average price 
of canned corn and canned tomatoes increased 1 per cent. Evap- 
orated milk decreased 2 per cent and canned red salmon less 
than half of 1 per cent. There was no change in baked beans 
and canned peas. 


Farm Prices 


The general level of prices received by farmers on May 15, 
at 136 per cent of pre-war prices, was 2 points lower than on 
April 15 and 12 points lower than on May 15 a year ago. Since 
May 15 grain prices declined markedly but recovered somewhat 
by the second week in June. These recent changes indicate that 
the general average of farm prices was lower during the last 
half of May than on May 15, but have since recovered to ap- 
proximately the level of May 15. During June and July the gen- 
eral average of farm prices usually holds at the May level, or 
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somewhat lower, except for the few years when grain prices re- 
cover during the summer months. 


Business Conditions 


Commercial transactions during the week ended June 15, as 
reflected by check payments, were larger than in ‘either the pre- 
ceding week or the corresponding period of 1928, according to 
the weekly statement of the Department of Commerce. Distri- 
bution of commodities, as indicated by loadings of freight cars 
covering the latest reported week, was greater than at this time 
last year. 


The general level of wholesale prices showed a gain over 
the preceding week but was lower than a year ago. Loans and 
discounts of Federal reserve member banks showed only slight 
change during the week but were higher than at this time last 
year. Interest rates on call loans averaged higher than in the 
previous week, while time-money rates were easier. Interest 
rates on both time and call funds were higher, however, than a 
year ago. 


Business failures were more numerous than at the previous 
week, but showed a decline from the corresponding period of 


1928. 
CAR LOADINGS 


Merchandise 
Lc L. 


Total Miscellaneous Other 
Week ended June 416.259 260,292 S75.261 
Preceding week 251,058 360,129 
Corresponding week, 102% 005,570 256,171 955.545 
Corresponding week, 1027 1,025,967 258,275 373,048 


Weather Conditions 

While further rains the first part of the week in some per- 
sistently wet sections of the interior valleys, principally in the 
lower Ohio, middle Mississippi, and lower Missouri, were detri- 
mental, the weather for the week ending June 18 as a whole was 
generally favorable for agricultural interests. In many import- 
ant sections it was the best week of the season, especially the 
latter part, with the prevailing warmth, abundant sunshine, and 
mostly fair conditions. Showers were helpful in the Lake region, 
the upper Ohio valley and northern Great Plains, with droughty 
conditions relieved in many districts, but at the same time more 
rain is needed rather generally in the Northern States from New 
England to the Rocky Mountains, especially for pastures and 
grass lands. 

In the south moderate warmth to rather high temperatures 
and mostly fair weather were very beneficial, especially in the 
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southeast and southwest. In the latter ideal weather prevailed 
for ripening grains and for harvest, while elsewhere harvesting 
was favored where grain is ripe, with this work advancing as 
far north as Virginia, the extreme lower Ohio Valley, and south- 
ern Kansas. 


Warmth and continued dry weather are needed for several 
days for properly ripening wheat in the interior valley states. 
In the central and northern Great Plains growth was rapid and 
field work advanced satisfactorily under the influence of favor- 
able weather, but in the far Southwest, principally in western 
New Mexico and Arizona, conditions were unfavorably droughty. 
Rains were helpful for grass and grain crops in much of the 
Great Basin and the far northwest, but it was too cool in the lat- 
ter for good growth of warm-weather vegetation. 


Analysis Made of Wholesale Grocer’s Order Size 


A wholesale grocery firm in the Middle West has reported 
to the Department of Commerce its analysis of the 3,039 orders 
it received in 1928. Its classification of orders by gross value 
and number of items per order were as follows: 

Number Percentage 

Value of order: of orders of total 

Less than #5 

to #25 

$25 to #50 

to 8100 

si00 or more 
Number of items per order: 

Less than 

7 to 17 

17 or more 


Causes of Failures in Grocery Trade 

A study of credit conditions and causes of failure among 
grocery retailers in Louisville has been issued by the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce as Trade Information Bul- 
letin No. 627. The investigation covered the practices of 451 
stores, and the causes contributing to the condition of 30 stores 
on the verge of bankruptcy. Important factors brought out 
in the summary of the study are: 

1. Lack of care in granting credit to customers is an im- 
portant cause of failure. 

2. Easy credit from wholesalers or retailers was also found 
to be a cause of failure. 

3. In at least two cases among the 30 prospective failures, 
chain store competition was an important factor. 

4. Dishonesty was not found to be a cause of failure, but 
sometimes was a result of it. 
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5. Inexperience was relatively not an important causal 
factor. 

6. Percentages of credit loss tend to vary inversely with 
the size of the business. 

Exports of Cuban Vegetables to the United States 

The Cuban vegetable shipping season for 1928-29 came to a 
close with the exportation of 385,000 pounds of vegetables, most- 
ly lima beans, eggplant and tomatoes, from Cuba to the United 
States during the last two weeks of May, according to the Ameri- 
can consul at Habana. Total shipments of Cuban vegetables to 
the American market this season, from November 1 to May 31, 
amounted to 37,350,000 pounds as against 32,788,000 pounds in 
1927-28 and 42,718,000 pounds in 1926-27. 

The major portion of the increase in shipments this season 
over last may be attributed to the heavy shipments of tomatoes 
during December, January and February. Tomato shipments 
alone in 1928-29 were 7,847,000 pounds greater than in 1927-28. 


Mid-June Fruit Crop Prospects in Europe and Canada 


Condition of the apple and pear crops of Continental Europe 
the early part of June indicate that apple production will be gen- 
erally medium to good and above the poor crops of last year with 
the exception of crops in Austria and the Italian Tyrol, while 
pears are reported good with the exception of those of Germany 
and Czechoslovakia, according to a cable from the acting agri- 
cultural commissioner at Berlin. 


Canadian blossom prospects are most encouraging for an 
average to good crop of fruit for the 1929 season, according to 
the official June report of the Fruit Branch of the Canadian De- 
partment of Agriculture. The blossoming of apples has been the 
heaviest in years in the eastern provinces, especially in Nova 
Scotia, which now promises a record crop. Crop conditions in 
British Columbia from a blossom standpoint were promising. 
It is believed that some varieties will be patchy, but an outturn of 
about 75 per cent of 1928 is expected. The 1928 crop was very 
heavy, however, and this year's crop should about equal the de- 
mand. 


Wide Circulation for Vitamin Facts 
The Literary Digest for June 15 reproduces in large part 


the article by Dr. E. F. Kohman of the Association's Research 
Laboratory on “Nutritional Aspects of Canned Foods,” which 
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originally appeared in “Hygiea.”” The information which this 
article presents on the vitamin content of canned foods is thus 
given a very wide circulation that should be quite helpful to 
the canning industry. 


French Oceania to Enforce Marking Regulations 


French Oceania will enforce the regulations governing the 
marking of country of origin on cans containing vegetables, 
fish and prunes, according to a report received by the Foodstuffs 
Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce from 
the American consul at Tahiti. 

The indication of the country of origin must be shown on 
each can containing merchandise by stamping in relief or in hol- 
low, in latin letters, plainly apparent about 4 millimeters (ap- 
proximately 1/6 inch) in size, in the center of the cover or on the 
bottom and on a part where nothing is written. The same indi- 
cation must be written on cases and shipments for exporting. 


New Canadian Regulations on Jams, Etc. 
A Canadian order in council dated May 23, 1929, published 


in the June 8 issue of the Canadian Gazette, establishes new 
standards of quality for jam, preserve, marmalade, fruit jelly, 
and fruit butter. 

An order in council issued May 29, 1929, provides that, from 
July 1, 1929, tin containers of jams, jellies, and marmalade manu- 
factured in or imported into Canada for sale, shall contain 1, 2, 
or 4 pounds, net weight, and glass or stone containers, 3, 8, or 12 
ounces, or 1, 2, 24% or 4 pounds. These shall be known as the 
standard size containers for the products specified, and will be 
accepted without declaration of net weight on the label. 

Containers of over 4 pounds capacity may be used upon 
declaration on the label of the net weight in pounds (not in 
ounces) in letters not less than 14 inch high. If a standard size 
container contains less than the minimum net weight, the label 
must bear the words “Contents—per cent short weight,” in type 
not less than 3/16 of an inch high. 


Containers of other sizes still in stock or under contract 
previous to the date of these regulations may be offered for sale 
until September 30, 1930, provided that there is printed on the 
label or on a sticker attached to the container, the words: “Net 


weight—pounds” (% inch high). “Not a standard container” 
8/16 inch high). 
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Copies of the amendments are on file in the Division of For- 
eign Tariffs, U. S. Department of Commerce, and information 
concerning the new standards for the above products will be fur- 
nished upon request to that Division, or through the district or 
cooperative offices of the Department of Commerce. 


United Kingdom Imports Russian Canned Salmon 


A report recently received in the Department of Commerce 
from the American Embassy at London, states that official Eng- 
lish statistics show imports of canned salmon from Russia dur- 
ing 1928 valued at $10,433,635. It is believed that this salmon 
is additional to that packed by Japanese firms operating at Kam- 
chatka. 


Imports of canned salmon into the United Kingdom from 
the United States during 1928 amounted to $5,519,550. Imports 
from Canada amounted to $2,329,881, while imports from “other 
countries” amounted to $14,213,898. This latter figure includes 
the shipments of Russian salmon above mentioned. 


Export Prices Fixed for Japanese Crab Meat 

The Crab Meat Exporters Association has fixed the follow- 
ing as export prices f.o.b. shipping port for this season, accord- 
ing to information furnished the Commerce Department by the 
assistant trade commissioner at Tokyo, Japan: 14 pound, $13.45 
per case; '4 pound, $22.83; 1 pound, $20.69. 

Fishing has been excellent, but it is anticipated that trouble 
which arose in the bidding for the fishing concessions may re- 
duce the pack of crab meat this year 100,000 cases below last 
year’s pack. 


Japanese Sardine Canning Industry 

Only two canneries in Japan, both in the Nagasaki district, 
specialize in canning a variety of fish similar to the sardine, ac- 
cording to information received in the Department of Commerce 
from the acting commercial attache at Tokyo. While they are 
known as “sardines,” the fish packed by these two canneries is 
not strictly speaking a sardine. The scientific name of the fish 
is sarinella melanosticus, and it is not one of the clupeoid fishes 
which under American regulations may be labeled “sardines.” 


The more important of the two canneries employs five ex- 
perts and fifty to sixty factory hands during the canning season 
which starts in December and ends in May. During the season 
ending May, 1927, the output of the factory was 10,000 cases. 
This was increased to 25,000 cases in 1928, and the season just 
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ended is expected to produce 32,000 cases. Each case contains 
48 tins of a net weight of 425 grams, or approximately 15 ounces. 


The fish are packed only in tomato sauce, which is claimed 
to be a cheaper method than packing in oil. Price has to be 
watched very closely as practically the entire output is exported, 
chiefly to South China and Singapore, where the purchasing 
power of the people is quite low. 

The canned product is far more expensive than the fresh 
fish and less popular with the Japanese. The labels are printed 
in English. The retail price is 25 sen per tin (about 12 cents) 
and the wholesale price ranges around $4.50 per case. 

Expansion of the industry is very doubtful. A limited do- 
mestic market and an export trade which is carried on with lit- 
tle profit are the reasons given for predicting a very unfavor- 
able future. The cost of fresh fish is constantly increasing and 
the product has not attained the popularity that was expected at 
the outset. 


The other company has a yearly production of approximate- 
ly 3,200 cases. 

This company uses neither tomato sauce nor oil. The fish 
are simply boiled, placed in the tins and sealed up. This variety 
has found greater favor with the Japanese, but its expense will 
still hamper expansion of the industry. 


Publication Issued on Pea Varieties 


More than a thousand varieties of peas are listed and many 
of them described in detail in a treatise just published by the Ex- 
periment Station at Geneva, N. Y., as the first part of a proposed 
three-volume series of works on “The Vegetables of New York.” 
The book is illustrated with 24 full-page color plates and is issued 
under the authorship of U. P. Hedrick, Station Director and 
Chief of the Horticultural Division, and F. H. Hall, L. R. Haw- 
thorn, and Alwin Berger, Station horticulturists. 


In addition to giving a history of the garden pea, this first 
part of the series of vegetable books that are to resemble the well- 
known “fruit books” of the Geneva Station contains descriptions 
of sixteen groups of peas, each represented by many varieties, 
together with a list of field peas and numerous miscellaneous 
varieties. 

Of the more than 1,000 pea varieties listed in the book, 350 
are said to be completely out of cultivation, while 110 are being 
grown only in tests or to a very limited extent. As some indica- 
tion of the advance made in the improvement of the pea, it is of 
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interest to note that in 1884 the Experiment Station listed only 
98 varieties. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


Codling moth.—A 94-page booklet issued by the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture as Technical Bulletin No. 90 deals 
with the life history and habits of the codling moth as observed 
during a two-months study conducted in Georgia. 


Fire blight.—The Agricultural Experiment Station at Michi- 
gan State College, East Lansing, has issued as Technical Bulle- 
tin No. 97 a study on the overwintering and modes of infection 
of the fire blight organism, which is one of the most important 
diseases of the apple, pear and quince in Michigan. The most 
satisfactory control measures for fire blight, according to this 
bulletin, consist of (1) sanitary measures in the elimination of 
blighted parts; (2) the use of cultural practices which will in- 
duce a moderate twig growth; and (3) the use of resistant va- 
rieties as stalks. The bulletin is illustrated and contains a biblio- 
graphy of literature cited. 


Strawberry culture.—An illustrated pamphlet of 24 pages 
has been issued by the California Extension Service on straw- 
berry culture in California, in which is given information as to 
cost of starting a planting, soils, propagation, planting and irri- 
gation methods, cultivation, fertilizers, diseases and insects, 
along with a description of the leading varieties. 


Sweet potato diseases.—A monographic study of sweet po- 
tato diseases and their control has been issued by the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture as Technical Bulletin No. 99. This 
bulletin offers an exhaustive account of the diseases of the sweet 
potato, more than 40 in number, and is designed to summarize 
all the known available data. The authors have included under 
each disease a survey of its geographical distribution, its eco- 
nomic importance and its symptoms; a discussion of the iden- 
tity, pathogenicity, morphology, life history and dissemination 
of the causal organism; and, also, the best available advice as 
to control of the disease. 

Tomato growing.—“More Tomatoes From Fewer Acres’”’ is 
the title of Bulletin No. 46 published by the Extension Service 
of the University of Maryland at College Park, Md. It is an il- 
lustrated pamphlet of 24 pages, devoted to a discussion of proven 
methods for the better production of better-quality tomatoes, the 
recommendations being based largely on actual field results ob- 
tained during recent years. 


i 


